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FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL 
CQ FIELD DAY CQ FIELD DAY Yes, its that 
time of the year for clubs and individuals to get 
out and have some fun making contacts using 
emergency equipment. The date is the 
weekend of June 23, 24. 


VOMARC will be again returning to Camp Via 
in the hills west of the Sonoma Developmental 
Center. For the early birds wanting to help set 
up, meet at McDougle Hall at 8:30 am. 


A switch from last year. We will operate in the 
Class 3A, that means three stations. One 
VHF/UHF station can be added that 

doesn't count in the category so lets plan on 
putting up maybe a 6m/ 2m stacked antenna 
system. 


Dinner is the big social event. All members 
and spouses are welcome. Please bring a 
dish to share, the club will provide the main 
course. 


Here is a list of bonus points possibilities: 


e 100 pts for attempting to obtain publicity 
from a local media. 
100 pts for physically locating in a public 
place. (is it a stretch to claim those 
points? We are on the edge of a public 
park) 
100 pts for setting up a Public Information 
Table. 
100 pts for origination of a National Traffic 
System message to the ARRL Section 
Manager. 


June 2012 


100 pts for a QSO via an amateur radio 
satellite. 

100 pts for copying the ARRL Field Day 
bulletin 

100 pts for a visit by an elected 
governmental official 


So there is a lot to get organzed at the next 
meeting which will be at the Sonoma PD, EOC 
room. 


Judy and | had a nice road trip last month. The 
Kenwood TM-710 worked well and | was able 
to put out APRS. 


The Hamfest take has been counted and this 
was one of our best years. Thanks to the 
donation of the equipment from John Sharpe, 
we made around $1300.00. Thanks to all who 
participated in this very successful event. If 
you have comments/suggestions for making it 
better next year, share them at the the next 
meeting. 


The club set up the Field Day antenna tower at 
this month's Young Eagles day at Sonoma 
Skypark. Everything went well and all the 
pieced went together. The trailer bed could 
use another coat of paint. 


See you at the next meeting at the SONOMA 
PD, EOC ROOM. 


—73 Jim KEUUW 


Photo submitted by KD6FIL: “...here is a photo 
of my portable station set up at the top of 
Birnam Hill, outside Dunkeld Scotland. | did not 
make any contacts, but | heard a lot on 40 
meters.” 


Visalia DX Convention changing 
venues 


The Daily DX reports that the 2013 Visalia 
International DX Convention will be changing 
venues from the Holiday Inn near Highway 99 
to the larger Downtown Visalia Conference 
Center and adjacent Marriott Hotel. The dates 
remain the unchanged from those previously 
announced - April 19-21, 2013. The convention 
website still refers to the Holiday Inn as the 
venue but keep an eye on the site for updates. 
Hotel reservations should be available through 
the convention website beginning the week of 
June 18th. (From ARRL contest newsletter) 


—submitted by Jim KEBUUW 


Dayton Hamvention 2012: 
Another great ham radio experience 


—Dan KB6NU 


My Dayton experience started at 3:45 am 
Thursday morning. That’s when | had to get up 
so that | could make it to the Fairborn Holiday 
Inn in time for the first session of this year’s 
Four Days in May (FDIM) conference. FDIM is 
a one-day conference put on by the QRP 
Amateur Radio Club International 
(http://grparci.org/) and is a great way to start 
the “Dayton experience.” 


This year, we were treated to six very fine 
presentations. They included talks on using 
microcontrollers for various projects, software- 
defined radio, VHF and UHF for QRPers, 
homebrewing with “hollow state” devices (more 
commonly known as tubes), using open-source 
electronic design tools, and operating 
pedestrian mobile. The two talks that | enjoyed 
the most were “Hollow State (Thermatron) 
Homebrewing” by Grayson, TA2ZGE/KJ7UM 
and “Leveraging Free and Open Source Tools 
in Homebrewing” by Jason, NT7S. 


Friday morning, | got up early again, so that | 
could make the 7:30am bus to the Hamvention. 
We arrived about 8:00 am, just as the gates 
were opening. The first thing that | did was to 
head to the FAR Circuits tent, which is—as the 
name implies—at the far end of the flea market. 
There, | made my first purchases, a board to 
make a regenerative receiver and one to make 
an audio breakout box. 


The rest of the day was a combination of 
wandering the aisles of the outdoor flea 
market, fighting the crowds inside the arena, 
attending seminars, and meeting people that | 
know. By the time, 4:30 pm rolled around, | 
was pretty hot and tired. Temperatures topped 
80 degrees, and on the blacktop surface of the 
flea market, temperatures were undoubtedly 
higher. | was happy to get on the bus and head 
back to the hotel. 


Saturday, was pretty much the same story, 
except it was even hotter. The temperature 
almost hit 90 degrees. | didn’t bring any 
sunscreen, either, so | got a little rosy. 


| ran into some people that | knew that had just 
come down for the day, or perhaps that I’d 
missed the day before. One guy | ran into at 
the Ohio Repeater Council booth, pulled out 
his new Elecraft KX-3 and gave me a quick 
demo. It’s actually quite a cool, little radio. I’m 
still saving up for a K-3, though. 


Around noon, | went to the food court for a 
slice of pizza and a glass of beer. Seating is 
catch as catch can, so | shared a table with 
several other hams. This is great because you 
get to meet all kinds of different people. 


This year, an older gentleman sat down next to 
me with his beer. We got to chatting, and as it 
turned out, this was his 55th straight year 
attending the Dayton Hamvention! He started 
going before it was even held at Hara Arena, 
and even after they moved to Hara, they didn’t 
use the entire facility as they do now. I’m really 
glad that | got to speak with him. 


So, what did you buy? 


| didn’t really go down to Dayton with much of a 
shopping list. In addition to the PC boards, | did 
pick up a bunch of other little stuff including 
some strain reliefs, more clamp-on ferrite 
cores, a paddle pad from Vibroplex ($1) to 
keep the paddle down at the club station from 
sliding around, and some tube sockets! One of 
the vendors there had a box of tube sockets 
that they were selling for a quarter apiece or 
five for a dollar. | picked out five and paid the 
lady, and as | was walking away, | decided that 
they were such a good deal that | went back 
and bought five more. 


My biggest purchase was NT7S’s OpenBeacon 
QRSS transmitter (www.etherkit.com). It cost 
me $40. It looks like a very nice kit, and I’m 


hoping to be on 30m QRSS shortly with it. The 
nice thing about this transmitter is that it has a 
microcontroller that lets it transmit DFCW and 
Hellschreiber, in addition to CW. It should be 
fun to both build and operate. 


Too rich for my blood 


In other news, both Kenwood and FlexRadio 
both introduced new radios at Dayton. Perhaps 
the most buzz was around the Kenwood TS- 
990. All they were showing was a prototype 
under a Plexiglass cover. In addition to being 
incredibly expensive, the radio is huge! | heard 
someone joke that to produce this radio, 
Kenwood is going to have to corner the market 
on buttons and knobs. If you’ve seen the photo 
in QST (which was allegedly produced with 
Photoshop), you’ll Know what | mean. 


The other radio with a bit of buzz is the new 
FlexRadio FLEX-6000. For the past couple of 
weeks, the FlexRadio website was proclaiming 
that this radio was going to be a game 
changer. Perhaps it is, but at $6,000+, this 
radio is out of my league, and too expensive 


for the majority of radio amateurs. That being 
the case, | really don’t know what all the buzz 
is about. 


I’m sure that the TS-990 and the FLEX-6000 
are both great radios, but | think that the law of 
diminishing returns applies here. At some 
point, are you really getting $6,000 or $12,000 
of fun out of the radio? | don’t think that | 
would. 


Well, that’s it. Another Dayton Hamvention is in 
the bag. It was a lot of fun, and I’m already 
looking forward to next year. I've already 
contacted one of the forum organizers about 
adding an adult education forum. | think that’s 
something that’s both needed and would be 
popular. I'll just have to make sure to leave 
enough time to hit the flea market and grab 
some more tube sockets or coax or whatever. 


When he's not tromping around flea markets, 
or attending conferences, Dan, KB6NU, writes 
books about ham radio. His latest, 21 Things to 
Do After You Get Your Amateur Radio License, 
is available as an e-book from Amazon, 
Barnes&Noble. 


Avoiding Ticks, Lyme Disease 
—Scott W3TX 


Scott W3TX contributed the following 
information from PROMED regarding ticks and 
Lyme disease, the bane of Beverage walkers 
and antenna farm builders. "While ticks 
normally become active in spring, this year's 
[2012] mild winter has brought them out earlier 
than normal. Although the adults, which are 
actively feeding now, can transmit the disease, 
CDC reports that most humans are infected by 
immature ticks known as nymphs, which feed 
spring through summer. When it comes to 
preventing tick bites, there are several 
precautions a person can take. The best way 
to minimize the threat of Lyme disease is to 
keep contact with the bloodsuckers to a 
minimum. This can be done by avoiding places 
where they are most likely found, including 
wooded and bushy areas, or areas with high 
grass. If you do anticipate contact with one of 
these high risk areas, it's important to wear a 
hat, long sleeves and pants, and to use insect 
repellant containing 20 per cent or more DEET 


on the exposed skin," Dr Kara Mascitti said. 
"It's also important to do a thorough tick check 
when returning indoors to remove any ticks 
that might have gotten on you despite these 
measures. Showering immediately upon 
returning indoors can also wash away ticks that 
haven't yet attached to the skin. If you do find a 
tick on you, the best way to remove it is to grab 
it as close to the skin as possible and pull up 
with a steady, consistent motion. Afterward, 
wash your hands and the bite area thoroughly 
with rubbing alcohol or soap and water. As for 
clothing and gear that comes in contact with 
the body such as backpacks, it's a good idea to 
treat them with a permethrin-based product 
designed to kill and repel ticks. CDC also 
recommends putting clothes in the dryer for 
one hour on high heat to kill any ticks that may 
be on them." The full article is available online. 
(from ARRL contest newsletter) 


—submitted by Jim K6UUw 


2012 ACS 
Net Control Assignments 


Name Call 
JANUARY EILEEN KG6QNT 
FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH JIM K6UUW 
APRIL 
MAY 
JUNE GEORGE K6ITE 
JULY CRAIG KF6QZP 
AUGUST 
SEPTEMBER SAM W5LTP 
OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WD6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


2012 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments 


Name Call 
JANUARY ED WIEJ 
FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH JOAN W6WXU 
APRIL DAVE KG6FIL 
MAY FRANK KG6N 
JUNE ED W1EJ 
JULY 
AUGUST KEN N6KM 
SEPTEMBER SAM W5LTP 
OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 
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A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon 
Amateur Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 
Honorary President in Perpetuity 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill, KEJUW — President, Training Officer 
Ed Jacobson W1EJ — Vice-President, 

Dave Dammuller KD6FIL — Secretary 

Desmond Kelly, KI6EDPZ — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill, KEUUW — Elmer Coordinator 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Webmeistress, Editor 


Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC—S. Marler. 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of 
each month at McDougal Hall at the Sonoma 
Developmental Center, Eldridge or the Sonoma Fire 
Station on 2" St West. Meetings start at 19:30 local 
(7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: hitp://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 
P.M.) local, except meeting nights on the 145.350 
repeater, -600 kHz, PL 88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on 
the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station 
is off the air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of 
each month at Palms Grill (formerly Issa's) Restaurant, 
18999 Sonoma Highway, Sonoma. The fun starts at 
09:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 
Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 


°/ Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


Valley of the Moon ARC 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


N6P 


POINT REYES LIGHTHOUSE 
Sat./Sun. Aug. 18-19, 2012 1600Z to 2359Z 
SSB: 14270,7270 kHz 
PSK: 14070, 7035 kHz; CW: 14040 kHz 
QSLs via W6AUF W/S.A.S.E. 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE WED, JUNE 20, AT THE CITY OF SONOMA EOC, 175 1°" ST W, 
SONOMA AT 7:30PM 
SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 
VOMARC 2012 Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 
QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of Congress, National 
Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Address: APT: 


City: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


VOMARC: $ Complimentary with Class--Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen 


Dues may be mailed to Desmond KI6DZP, 416 Claudia Dr, Sonoma, CA 95476, or brought to the next meeting. 
Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


